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ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL  
SUMMER READING 2014 

 
Reading can be one of the most rewarding and pleasurable activities for 
students. Additionally, just like an athlete must train in the off season to keep 
his body fit, so must a student read during the summer months to keep his or her 
skills sharp.  As a means to that end, Rockland High School requires all students 
to participate in a summer reading program. 

 
ALL STUDENTS:  All students must participate in Summer Reading. 
 
Option A:  Students will select one book to read from the attached grade specific lists.  Pick your book from the 
list for the grade you will be entering in August, 2014.  The English Department selected these titles based on 
students’  suggestions  and  by  researching  what  other  schools  assign  for  their summer reading programs. Not all 
books will appeal to all students. Thus, each list contains selections from various genres and reading levels. 
Please research the choices to select the best option for you.  
 
Option B:  Don’t  see  a  book  on  the  list  you like?  Choose your own!  You may read a fiction or non-fiction 
book of your own choosing as long it is approved by your CURRENT ENGLISH TEACHER.  Your choice 
MUST be given to your teacher before the end of this school year, and he or she will record it on a 
GoogleDoc for all English teachers to review.   
Your book should meet the following criteria: 

x The book has not been read by you for any school assignment or as part of class work. 
x The book has not been made into a movie. 
x The book has been approved by your CURRENT 2014 English teacher. 
x The book is appropriate to your current reading level. 

 
To make summer reading an enjoyable and rewarding experience, students should discuss book choices with 
parents.   
 
All students will take an essay exam on their chosen selection during the first week of school in August. 
 
HONORS STUDENTS: In addition to the above, Honors Students are required to read a second book.  
Please see grade-specific pages for further instructions.  
 
AP STUDENTS:  Ms. McDonough (grade 12) and Ms. Woodward (grade 11) will have specific Summer 
Reading assignments for each of you.  Please see them before the end of the school year for further instructions. 
 
PERMISSION FORMS:  Parents  should  review  their  children’s  selections  carefully.  They   should then 
sign the Parental Consent Form. This form must be passed in on the first day of school. 
 

Books will be available at local libraries and bookstores. In addition, used copies of many of the books 
can be purchased on amazon.com.  
 
 

Parents should call RHS at 871-0541 with any questions. 
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ENTERING 9th GRADE 
 
ALL STUDENTS:  Read one book using Option A OR Option B from page one.  You will take an essay 
exam on your book in August. 

 
HONORS STUDENTS:   In addition to the above, you are required to read a second book.  Please see your 
assignment later in this packet.   

Fiction 
 
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green –  
When  it  comes  to  relationships,  Colin  Singleton’s  type  is  
girls named Katherine. And when it comes to girls 
named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. 
Nineteen times, to be exact. On a road trip miles from 
home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child prodigy has 
ten thousand dollars in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral 
hog on his trail, and an overweight, Judge Judy–loving 
best friend riding shotgun—but no Katherines. Colin is 
on a mission to prove The Theorem of Underlying 
Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will predict the 
future of any relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, 
and finally win him the girl. Love, friendship, and a dead 
Austro-Hungarian archduke add up to surprising and 
heart-changing conclusions in this ingeniously layered 
comic novel about reinventing oneself. 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by 
Mark Haddon—Late one night, Christopher comes 
across his neighbor's poodle, Wellington, impaled on a 
garden fork. Christopher resolves to discover just who 
has murdered Wellington. 
 
Every Day by David Levithan- There’s  never  any  
warning about where it will be or who it will be. A has 
made peace with that, even established guidelines by 
which to live: Never get too attached. Avoid being 
noticed.  Do  not  interfere.  It’s  all  fine  until  the  morning  
that  A  wakes  up  in  the  body  of  Justin  and  meets  Justin’s  
girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by 
which A has been living no longer apply. Because 
finally A has found someone he wants to be with—day 
in, day out, day after day. 
 
Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell- Eleanor is the 
new girl at school and bullied because she's different. 
Park is a half-Korean boy who has lived in Omaha, 
Nebraska, all his life but still feels like an outsider. First 
they ignore each other, and then they slowly become 
friends through their love of comic books and 1980s 
alternative music. Park is the only good thing in 
Eleanor's life.  Park adores everything about Eleanor. 

With a tough home life, Eleanor depends on Park and his 
family to help her understand love. 
 
Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel—Ben  Tomlin’s  
parents, research scientists, welcome their newest 
subject, Zan, into their home, intending to prove chimps 
are capable of intelligent thought and communication. 
The  novel  follows  the  family’s  challenges  of  raising  the  
chimp  and  follows  Ben’s  struggles  as  he  grows  up. 
 
Hollow City by Ransom Riggs –The extraordinary 
journey that began in Miss Peregrine's Home for 
Peculiar Children continues as Jacob Portman and his 
newfound friends journey to London the peculiar capital 
of the world. But in this war-torn city, hideous surprises 
lurk around every corner. Like its predecessor, this novel 
blends thrilling fantasy with never-before-published 
vintage photography to create a one-of-a-kind reacting 
experience. 
 
Insurgent by Veronica Roth –  Book 2 of the Divergent 
Series.  War now looms as conflict between the factions 
and their ideologies grows.  And in times of war, sides 
must be chosen, secrets will emerge, and choices will 
become even more irrevocable—and even more 
powerful.  Transformed by her own decisions but also by 
haunting grief and guilt, radical new discoveries, and 
shifting relationships, Tris must fully embrace her 
Divergence, even if she does not know what she may 
lose by doing so. 
 
Miss. Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by 
Ransom Riggs-- A mysterious island. An 
abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very 
curious photographs.  It all waits to be discovered in 
this book that mixes fiction and photography in a 
thrilling reading experience. 
 
Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez –After Tyler's father 
is injured in a tractor accident, his family is forced to 
hire migrant Mexican workers to help save their 
Vermont farm from foreclosure. As a result, Tyler 
befriends Mari, the oldest daughter who is proud of her 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3046613.Ransom_Riggs
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Mexican heritage but also increasingly connected her 
American life. Can Tyler and Mari find a way to be 
friends despite their differences?  
 
 

Thaw by Rick Jasper—After  Dani’s  best  friend,  Jake  is  
kidnapped by an infamous thawed-out cult leader, they 
both enter an alternate, yet dangerous reality that might 
cost them their lives.  
 

Non-Fiction 
 
Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to 
Dream by Tanya Lee Stone --  This is the story of 
thirteen true pioneers of the space age— thirteen women 
who proved that they were not only as tough as the 
toughest man but also brave enough to challenge the 
government’s  rules  preventing  them  to  becoming  
astronauts. Even though the Mercury 13 women did not 
make it into space, they did not lose, for their example 
empowered young women to take their place in the sky, 
piloting jets and commanding space capsules.  
 
Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple 
Nickles, America's First Black Paratroopers written by 
Tanya Lee Stone –Stone chronicles the courage and 
persistence that were the hallmarks of the Triple Nickles, 
the African Americans who pushed through military 
barriers to become the first black paratroopers.  
 
The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, 
Stupendous Life of Showman P.T. Barnum by 
Candace Fleming –Known far and wide for his jumbo 
elephants, midgets, and three-ring  circuses,  here’  s  a  
complete and captivating look at P.T. Barnum, the man 
behind the Greatest Show on Earth. Drawing on old 
circus posters, photographs, etchings, ticket stubs—and 
with incredible decorative art by Ray Fenwick—this 
book presents history  as  it’s  never  been  experienced  
before—a show-stopping event! 
 
In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle by Madeleine Blair— 
They were a talented team with a near-perfect record, 
but for five straight years, when it came to the crunch 
of the playoffs, the Amherst Lady Huricanes- a 
“finesse”  high  school  girls’  basketball  team  of  nice  
girls from a nice town somehow lacked the scrappy, 
hard-driving desire to go all thew. Now, led by the 
strong back-court of all-American Jamila Wideman and 
three-point specialist Jen Pariseau, and playing beyond 
their personal best, this is their year to prove themselves 

in the state championships.  Their season to test their 
passion for the sport and their loyalty to each other. 
Their time to discover who they really are.  In These 
Girls, Hope is a Muscle is the fierce, funny, and intimate 
look into the minds and hearts of one group of girls and 
their quest for success and, most important of all, 
respect. 
 
The President Has Been Shot! The Assassination of 
John F. Kennedy written by James L. Swanson -- 
Beginning with an introduction  to  Kennedy’s  early  life  
and presidential administration, the author sets the scene 
for a detailed and engaging examination of the events 
before, during, and after November 22, 1963, when JFK 
and Lee Harvey Oswald crossed paths in Dallas with 
tragic results.  The book brings events to life with 
extensive photographs, diagrams, and primary 
documents. 
 
Swimming to Antarctica: Tales of a Long-Distance 
Swimmer by Lynne Cox— Lynne Cox started 
swimming almost as soon as she could walk. By age 
sixteen, she had broken all records for swimming the 
English Channel. Her daring eventually led her to the 
Bering Strait, where she swam five miles in thirty-eight-
degree water in just a swimsuit, cap, and goggles. In 
between those accomplishments, she became the first to 
swim the Strait of Magellan, narrowly escaped a shark 
attack off the Cape of Good Hope, and was cheered 
across the twenty-mile Cook Strait of New Zealand by 
dolphins. She even swam a mile in the Antarctic. 
  
Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps by 
Andrea Warren—Experience the horrors of 
Blechhammer concentration camp through the eyes of a 
twelve-year old Jack Mandelbaum, who was separated 
from his family in 1939. 
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ENTERING 10th GRADE 
 
ALL STUDENTS:  Read one book using Option A OR Option B from page one.  You will take an essay 
exam on your book in August.   
 
HONORS STUDENTS:  In addition to the above, Grade 10 Honors must read Neverwhere, by Neil Gaiman.  
Please see your writing assignment later in this packet. 

Fiction 
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by 
Sherman Alexie—Deciding he wants more for himself, 
Arnold transfers to a better high school. Feeling 
betrayed, his best friend turns on him but Arnold relies 
on drawing and basketball to help him through the 
transition. 
 
Call Me Maria by Judith Ortiz Cofer -- Maria is a girl 
caught between two worlds: Puerto Rico, where she was 
born, and New York, where she now lives in the barrio. 
As she struggles to lose her island accent, Maria does 
her best to find her place within the unfamiliar culture of 
the barrio and finds the poet within herself.   
 
The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon by Stephen King—
When a nine-year old girl becomes lost on a hike on the 
Appalachian Trail, she relies on her courage and faith, as 
she imagines her hero, baseball pitcher Tom Gordon, is 
with her.  
 
A Great and Terrible Beauty by Libba Bray—16-year 
old Gemma arrives at her new school only to learn of a 
mystical order. Her discovery takes her on a fantastical 
adventure through time. 
 
The Inheritance Cycle (or any in the series) by 
Christopher Paolini—A great fantasy series for those 
who  aren’t  afraid  of  long  books 
 
Ironman by Chris Crutcher—Bo Brewster, a senior, is 
forced to attend anger-management classes after a series 
of run-ins  with  his  teacher.  The  group’s  teacher,  Mr.  
Nak, helps him learn about himself, as he prepares for a 
triathlon.  
 
Jumped by Rita Williams-Garcia—Benched by her 
basketball coach for her low grades, Dominique is trying 
to hold back her rage when pretty Trina crosses her path. 

Dominique  vows  to  Trina  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Trina’s  
friend  learns  of  Dominique’s  plan  but  can’t  decide  if  she  
should warn Trina or not.  
 
Looking for Alaska by John Greene. The life of Miles 
“Pudge”  Halter  has  been  one  big  non-event.  He heads 
off to the sometimes crazy and anything-but-boring 
world of Culver Creek Boarding School, and his life 
becomes the opposite of safe.  He meets the gorgeous, 
clever, funny, screwed up, and utterly fascinating Alaska 
Young, who pulls Pudge into her world, and nothing is 
ever the same. 
 
Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine-- Caitlin is a girl with 
Asperger's, searching for closure after the death of her 
older brother, Devon.  In seeking the closure she needs, 
Caitlin discovers the world is not as black and white as 
she once thought.  
 
Mockingjay (The Hunger Games, Book 3) by Suzanne 
Collins -- The continuing saga of Kat Everdeen. If you 
liked The Hunger Games and Catching Fire you will 
also like this third installment that sees Kat agree to lead 
the districts of Panem in a rebellion against the 
tyrannical Capitol. 
 
The Mystery of the Third Lucretia by Susan 
Runholt—While traveling in Europe, fourteen-year old 
friends Kari and Lucas solve an international art forgery 
mystery. First in a series 
 
Top 8 by Katie Finn—Upon returning from vacation, 
Madison checks her online profile, only to discover that 
someone has hacked into her page and ruined her 
reputation. She sets out to seek revenge and get her life 
back. 
 

 
 
 

See reverse side for non-fiction. 
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Non-fiction 
 
The Closer by Mariano Rivera –  Mariano Rivera, the 
man who intimidated thousands of batters merely by 
opening a bullpen door, began his incredible journey as 
the son of a poor Panamanian fisherman. He went on to 
be one of the most talented and respected pitchers in the 
major league.  In The Closer, Rivera takes readers into 
the Yankee clubhouse, where his teammates are his 
brothers. But he also takes us on that jog from the 
bullpen to the mound, where the game -- or the season -- 
rests squarely on his shoulders. We come to understand 
the laserlike focus that is his hallmark, and how his faith 
and his family kept his feet firmly on the pitching rubber 
 
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education 
and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai—
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in 
Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to 
be silenced and fought for her right to an education.  On 
Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she 
almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head 
at point-blank range while riding the bus home from 
school, and few expected her to survive.  Instead, 
Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an 
extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. 
At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful 
protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.  I AM MALALA will make you believe in 
the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the 
world. 
 
In  Harm’s  Way:  The Sinking of the U.S.S. 
Indianapolis and the extraordinary Story of Its 
Survivors by Douglas Stanton— On July 30, 1945, 
the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed in the South Pacific 
by a Japanese submarine. An estimated three hundred 
men were killed upon impact; close to nine hundred 
sailors were cast into the Pacific Ocean, where they 
struggled to stay alive, battered by a savage sea and 
fighting off sharks, hypothermia, and dementia. By the 
time help arrived--nearly four days and nights later--all 
but 317 men had died. How did the navy fail to realize 
the Indianapolis was missing? Why was the cruiser 
traveling unescorted in enemy waters? And how did 
these 317 men manage to survive? Interweaving the 
stories of three survivors--the captain, the ship's doctor, 

and a young marine--journalist Doug Stanton has 
brought this astonishing human drama to life in a 
narrative that is at once immediate and timeless.  The 
definitive account of this harrowing chapter of World 
War II history--already a bestseller in its hardcover and 
mass market editions--In Harm's Way is a classic tale of 
war, survival, and extraordinary courage. 
 
The Teammates: A Portrait of Friendship by David 
Halberstam— The Teammates is the profoundly moving 
story of four great baseball players who have made the 
passage from sports icons--when they were young and 
seemingly indestructible--to men dealing with the 
vulnerabilities of growing older. At the core of the book 
is the friendship of these four very different men--
Boston Red Sox teammates Bobby Doerr, Dominic 
DiMaggio, Johnny Pesky, and Ted Williams--who 
remained close for more than sixty years.   
The book starts out in early October 2001, when 
Dominic DiMaggio and Johnny Pesky begin a 1,300-
mile trip by car to visit their beloved friend Ted 
Williams, whom they know is dying. Bobby Doerr, the 
fourth member of this close group--"my guys," Williams 
used to call them--is unable to join them.This is a book--
filled with historical details and first-hand accounts--
about baseball and about something more: the richness 
of friendship. 
 
The  Tiger’s  Child by Torey Hayden—If you were 
loved Sheila in One Child, read this sequel to learn what 
happened next in her life.  
When special-education teacher Torey Hayden wrote her 
first book almost two decades ago, she created an 
international bestseller. Her intensely moving true story 
of Sheila, a silent, profoundly disturbed little six-year-
old girl touched millions. From every corner of the 
world came letters from readers wanting to know more 
about the troubled child who had come into Torey 
Hayden's class as a"hopeless case," and emerged as the 
very symbol of eternal hope within the human spirit. 
Now, for all those who have never forgotten this 
endearing child and her remarkable relationship with her 
teacher, here is the surprising story of Sheila, the young 
woman. 

. 
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ENTERING 11th GRADE 
  
ALL STUDENTS:  Read one book using Option A OR Option B from page one.  You will take an essay 
exam on your book in August. 
 
AMERICAN STUDIES, HONORS:  See assignment at end of packet. 
 
AP STUDENTS:  See Ms. Woodward, rm. 123, for the AP Lang & Comp Summer Reading Assignment. 
 

Fiction 
 
Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver—An oftentimes-
funny story about a woman traveling across the country 
who finds herself unexpectedly thrown into motherhood. 
 
The Beet Fields by Gary Paulsen  For a 16-year-old boy 
out in the world alone for the first time, every day's an 
education in the hard work and boredom of migrant 
labor.  He learns how a poker game, or hitching a ride, 
can turn deadly.   He discovers the secret sadness and 
generosity to be found on a lonely farm in the middle of 
nowhere. Then he joins up with a carnival and becomes 
a grunt, running a ride and shilling for the geek show. 
He's living the hard carny life and beginning to see the 
world through carny eyes. He's tough. Cynical. By the 
end of the summer he's pretty sure he knows it all. Until 
he meets Ruby.  
 
Inferno by Dan Brown— author of the international 
blockbusters The Da Vinci Code, Angels & Demons, and 
The Lost Symbol, Dan Brown returns with another novel 
about Robert Langdon. In the heart of Italy, Langdon 
battles a chilling adversary and grapples with an 
ingenious riddle that pulls him into a landscape of 
classic art, secret passageways, and futuristic science. He 
races to find answers and decide whom to trust . . . 
before the world is irrevocably altered. 
 
The Long Walk by Stephen King--On the first day of 
May, 100 teenage boys meet for a race known as "The 
Long Walk." If you break the rules, you get three 
warnings. If you exceed your limit, what happens is 
absolutely terrifying... 
 

Magic Kingdom for Sale/Sold by Terry Brooks--
Landover is a genuine magic kingdom, complete with 
fairy folk and wizardry, just as the advertisement had 
promised. But after he purchased it for a million dollars, 
Ben Holiday discovered that there were a few details the 
ad had failed to mention. But Ben Holiday had one 
human trait that even magic couldn't overcome. Ben 
Holiday was stubborn. 
 
Paper Towns by John Green— When Margo Roth 
Spiegelman beckons Quentin Jacobsen in the middle of 
the night, he follows her. After a lifetime of loving 
Margo from afar, things are finally looking up for Q . . . 
until day breaks and she has vanished. But there are 
clues.  And  they’re  for  Q. 
 
Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley In 
the remarkable, bizarre, and heart-wrenching summer 
before  Cullen  Witter’s  senior  year  of  high  school,  he  is  
forced to examine everything he thinks he understands 
about his small and painfully dull Arkansas town. His 
cousin overdoses; his town becomes absurdly obsessed 
with the alleged reappearance of an extinct woodpecker; 
and most troubling of all, his sensitive, gifted fifteen-
year-old brother, Gabriel, suddenly and inexplicably 
disappears.  Meanwhile, the crisis of faith spawned by a 
young  missionary’s  disillusion  in  Africa  prompts  a  
frantic search for meaning that has far-reaching 
consequences. As distant as the two stories initially 
seem, they are woven together through masterful 
plotting and merge in a surprising and harrowing climax. 
     This extraordinary tale from a rare literary voice finds 
wonder in the ordinary and illuminates the hope of 
second chances.   

 
 
 

See reverse side for non-fiction. 
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Non-Fiction 
 
Every Bone Tells a Story by Jill Rubalcaba—Jill 
Rubalcaba and Peter Robertshaw recount the unearthing 
of four hominins--Turkana Boy, Lapedo Child, 
Kennewick Man, and Iceman. Each discovery leads not 
only to deductions that scientists made in laboratories, 
but also to controversial debates over the scientists' 
differences of opinion over how, or even if, the pieces fit 
together.  
Learn how specialized the field of archaeology has 
become and how new technology can change both 
scientists' theories and the way we view the past. 
 
Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation 
by Joseph Ellis-- In retrospect, it seems as if the 
American Revolution was inevitable. But was it? In 
Founding Brothers, Joseph J. Ellis reveals that many of 
those truths we hold to be self-evident were actually 
fiercely contested in the early days of the republic. Also 
on the AP US History Summer Reading list 
 
The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat:  And 
Other Clinical Tales by Oliver Sacks:  This book tells 
the stories of individuals afflicted with fantastic 
perceptual and intellectual aberrations: patients who 
have lost their memories and with them the greater part 
of their pasts; who are no longer able to recognize 
people and common objects; who are stricken with 

violent tics and grimaces or who shout involuntary 
obscenities; whose limbs have become alien; who have 
been dismissed as retarded yet are gifted with uncanny 
artistic or mathematical talents.   If inconceivably 
strange,  these  brilliant  tales  remain,  in  Dr.  Sacks’s  
splendid and sympathetic telling, deeply human. They 
are studies of life struggling against incredible adversity, 
and they enable us to enter the world of the 
neurologically impaired, to imagine with our hearts what 
it must be to live and feel as they do. A great healer, 
Sacks  never  loses  sight  of  medicine’s  ultimate  
responsibility:  “the suffering, afflicted, fighting human 
subjec 
 
There are No Children Here:  The Story of Two Boys 
Growing Up in the Other America  by Alex 
Kotlowitz:  This is the moving and powerful account of 
two  remarkable boys struggling to survive in 
Chicago's  Henry Horner Homes, a public housing 
complex  disfigured by crime and neglect. 
 
The World Without Us by Alan Weisman—teasing out 
the consequences of a simple thought experiment—what 
would happen if the human species were suddenly 
extinguished—Weisman has written a sort of pop-
science ghost story, in which the whole earth is the 
haunted house. 
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ENTERING 12th Grade 
 
ALL STUDENTS:  Read one book using Option A OR Option B from page one.  You will take an essay 
exam on your book in August. 
 
HONORS STUDENTS:  In addition to the above, you are required to select a second book.  Please see the 
instructions later in this packet regarding Honors Shakespeare Class. 
 
**Extra credit opportunity for students taking Shakespeare:  Attend the free performance of Shakespeare's 
Twelfth Night on Boston Common, and write up an account of what you saw.  See:  
http://www.commshakes.org/performances/performance/4 for details and performance dates. 
 
AP STUDENTS:  See Ms. McDonough for the AP Literature Summer Reading Assignment. 
 

Fiction 
 
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie:    In 
this best-selling mystery, ten strangers, each with a dark 
secret, are lured to a mansion on an uninhabited island 
and killed off one by one. 
 
Be Safe I Love You:  A Novel by Cora Hoffman:  
Lauren Clay has returned from a tour of duty in Iraq just 
in time to spend the holidays with her family.   When 
she  arrives  home  unexpectedly,  it’s  clear  to  everyone  in  
their rural New York town that something is wrong. But 
her father is so happy to have her home that he ignores 
her odd behavior and the repeated phone calls from an 
army psychologist. He wants to give Lauren time and 
space to acclimate to civilian life.  Things seem better 
when Lauren offers to take her brother, Danny on a trip 
to visit their mother upstate. Instead, she guides them 
into the glacial woods of Canada.  But where does she 
think  she’s  going,  and  what  happened  to  her  in  Iraq  that  
set her on this path?  
 
Franny and Zooey by J. D. Salinger:  The author 
writes: FRANNY came out in The New Yorker in 1955, 
and was swiftly followed, in 1957 by ZOOEY. Both 
stories are early, critical entries in a narrative series I'm 
doing about a family of settlers in twentieth-century New 
York, the Glasses. It is a long-term project, patently an 
ambiguous one, and there is a real-enough danger, I 
suppose that sooner or later I'll bog down, perhaps 
disappear entirely, in my own methods, locutions, and 
mannerisms. On the whole, though, I'm very hopeful. I 
love working on these Glass stories, I've been waiting 
for them most of my life, and I think I have fairly decent, 
monomaniacal plans to finish them with due care and 
all-available skill. 
 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows—set in both 

London and Guernsey Island, this novel follows author 
Juliet as she becomes friends with the inhabitants of the 
island shortly after the end of World War 2 
 
The Healing by Jonathan Odell:  Plantation 
mistress Amanda  Satterfield’s intense grief over losing 
her daughter crosses the line into madness when she 
takes a newborn slave child as her own and names 
her Granada.  Troubled  by  his  wife’s  disturbing  mental  
state and concerned about a mysterious plague that is 
sweeping  through  the  plantation’s  slave  quarters, Master 
Satterfield purchases Polly Shine, a slave woman known 
as a healer who immediately senses a spark of the same 
gift in Granada. Soon, a domestic battle of wills begins, 
leading to a tragedy that weaves together three 
generations of strong Southern women. 
 
The History of Love by Nicole Krauss -- A  long-lost 
book reappears, mysteriously connecting an old man 
searching for his son and a girl seeking a cure for her 
widowed  mother’s  loneliness.  
 
A Long Way Down by Nick Hornby—Four different 
people find themselves on the same roof on New Year's 
Eve, but they have one thing in common–they're all there 
to jump to their deaths. Tough questions are asked–why 
do you want to kill yourself, and why didn't you do it? 
Are adults any smarter than adolescents? What defines 
friends and family? 
 
Set This House in Order by Matt Ruff—Andy Gage 
was born in 1965 and murdered not long after by his 
stepfather. . . It was no ordinary murder. Though the 
torture and abuse that killed him were real, Andy Gage's 
death wasn't. Only his soul actually died, and when it 
died, it broke in pieces. While Andy deals with the 
outside world, more than a hundred other souls share an 
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imaginary house inside Andy's head, struggling to maintain an orderly coexistence. Andy's new coworker, 
Penny Driver, is also a multiple personality, a fact that 
Penny is only partially aware of. When several of 
Penny's other souls ask Andy for help, Andy reluctantly 
agrees, Now Andy and Penny must work together to 
uncover a terrible secret that Andy has been keeping . . . 
from himself. 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini—By 
the author of The Kite Runner, this is the story of two 
women, Mariam and Laila. Their unlikely friendship 

serves as their only defense against their violent husband 
and the tragedy of war. 
 
The Tourist by Olen Steinhausen -- Milo Weaver has 
tried to leave his old life of secrets and lies behind. But 
staying retired becomes impossible when the arrest of a 
long-sought-after assassin sets off an investigation into 
one  of  Milo’s  oldest  colleagues  and  friends. 
 

Non-fiction 
 
Basketball Junkie:  A Memoir by Chris Herron – In his 
own words, Chris Herren tells how he nearly lost 
everything and everyone he loved, and how he found a 
way back to life. Powerful, honest, and 
dramatic, Basketball Junkie is a remarkable memoir, 
harrowing in its descent, and heartening in its return.  
 
A Million Little Pieces by James Frey—Frey's memoir 
of drug addiction and recovery was a bestseller even 
before Oprah Winfrey picked it for her book club in 
2005, but the subsequent revelations about discrepancies 
between  the  story  and  the  author’s  real  life  touched  off  a  
national debate about the line between fact and fiction 
 
Naked by David Sedaris—in this hysterical collection of 
memoirs,  Sedaris  examines  his  family’s  many  
eccentricities with a keen eye for the absurd. 
 
Z;  A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald by Therese Anne 
Fowler— For those who loved the extravagant world of 
The Great Gatsby, read about the true love story of the 
author and his wife.  When beautiful Southern belle 
Zelda Sayre meets F. Scott Fitzgerald in 1918, she is 
seventeen years old and he is a young army lieutenant 
stationed  in  Alabama.    Before  long,  the  “ungettable”  
Zelda has fallen for him despite his unsuitability.  But 
after Scott sells his first novel, Zelda optimistically 
boards a train north, to marry him in the vestry of St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral  and  take  the  rest  as  it  comes. 
 
For the Benefit of Those Who See:  Dispatches from 
the World of the Blind by Rosemary Mahoney:  
Rosemary Mahoney tells the story of Braille Without 
Borders, the first school for the blind in Tibet, and of 
Sabriye Tenberken, the remarkable blind woman who 
founded the school. Fascinated and impressed by what 
she learned from the blind children of Tibet, Mahoney 
was moved to investigate further the cultural history of 
blindness. As part of her research, she spent three 
months teaching at Tenberken's international training 

center for blind adults in Kerala, India, an experience 
that reveals both the shocking oppression endured by the 
world's blind, as well as their great resilience, integrity, 
ingenuity, and strength.  
 
The Color of Water by James McBride:  Who is Ruth 
McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman 
evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for 
her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, 
musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as 
his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and 
powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's 
Tribute to His White Mother. 
 
Here We Are Now: The Lasting Impact of Kurt 
Cobain by Charles R. Cross.  This book examines the 
legacy of the Nirvana front man and takes on the 
question: why does Kurt Cobain still matter so much, 20 
years after his death?  Kurt Cobain is the icon born of 
the 90s, a man whose legacy continues to influence pop 
culture and music. Cross explores the impact Cobain has 
had on music, fashion, film, and culture, and attempts to 
explain his lasting and looming legacy. 
 
Against the Stream: A Buddhist Manual for Spiritual 
Revolutionaries:  by Noah Levine:  Buddha was a 
revolutionary. His practice was subversive; his message, 
seditious. His enlightened point of view went against the 
norms of his day—in his words, "against the stream." 
His teachings changed the world, and now they can 
change you too.  Presenting the basics of Buddhism with 
personal anecdotes, exercises, and guided meditations, 
bestselling author Noah Levine guides the reader along a 
spiritual path that has led to freedom from suffering and 
has saved lives for 2,500 years. Levine should know. 
Buddhist meditation saved him from a life of addiction 
and crime. He went on to counsel and teach countless 
others the Buddhist way to freedom, and here he shares 
those life-changing lessons with you. Read and awaken 
to a new and better life. 



 

Revised FINAL 6 June 2014           Page: 10 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
Grade 9 – Introduction to Literature, HONORS – Ms. Walsh 

 
 
In addition to your book of choice this summer, you are required to select a second book from the list.  

 
After reading, you should write an essay responding to this prompt:    
 

An author can develop a character by giving the character a problem (or conflict) to solve or 
overcome.  The  reader  then  sees  the  character’s  traits,  personality,  and  strengths  and  weaknesses  
through their methods of resolving this conflict. 
 
In an insightful, well-written five-paragraph  essay,  explore  the  author’s  use  of  conflict  to  show  the  

character’s  growth  and  development. 
 
This essay should include an arguable point or fact, and not just a summary of the book. It should not 

use  the  words  “I,  me,”  or  any  other personal statements. The essay will also be graded for spelling, grammar, 
word choice and formatting. Please double space and use Time New Roman font in size 12.  

 
If you have questions or need clarification please email Ms. Walsh at kwalsh@rocklandschools.org at 

any point over the summer and I'm happy to get back to you within a few days. 
 
Your essay is due on the first day of school in August (or can be shared with me on Google Docs 

prior to that first day). 
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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
Grade 10 – Literary Forms, HONORS – Mr. Neal 

 
IN ADDITION to your book of choice this summer, you will read the novel Neverwhere, by Neil Gaiman.  Once you 
have finished reading the novel, you need to answer the questions below in notation form- TYPED AND PRINTED 
BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! (Between six and ten bulleted notations per question should do it, but feel free 
to do more.) It would make sense to read through the questions once before reading, and then to look them over again 
periodically in order to make relevant notes.   
 
IN ADDITION to these questions, you need to write an essay of about 1000 words.  The topic is listed at the end of this 
document.  This piece of writing will allow me to get a sense of your writing style, strengths and weaknesses at the start of 
our work together next year.  Failure to have either of these assignments typed, printed and ready to hand in at the start of 
our first meeting will be detrimental to your standing as an honors English student. 
 
Study Questions: 
 
1. Like The Odyssey, Alice in Wonderland, and many 
mythological stories, Neverwhere involves a descent into 
an underworld. What is the appeal of exploring a world 
that exists beneath the surface of our everyday lives? 
What does the Marquis de Carabas mean when he tells 
Richard that "London Below -- the Underside -- is 
inhabited by people who fell through the cracks in the 
world"? 
 
2. In what ways is it meaningful that Richard enters the 
world of London Below through an act of compassion 
for Door? Where else in the novel does he prove his 
willingness to sacrifice his own safety and comfort to 
help others? Why are these acts of courage and 
selflessness so important? 
 
3. What are the major trials that Richard must face in his 
journey underground? What inner qualities do these 
trials bring forth in him? What kind of hero is he? 
 
4. In what ways can the world of London Below be seen 
as a kind of inverted mirror of London Above? In what 
ways does this magical world, with its outrageous 
characters and floating markets that sell everything from 
rubbish and lost property to "first-class nightmares" and 
"things that might have been hats and might have been 
modern art" comment on the world above? In what sense 
is Neverwhere satirizing the "normal" world and its 
values? 
 
5. The narrator describes the bodyguard Ruislip as 
resembling "a bad dream one might have if one fell 

asleep watching sumo wrestling on the television with a 
Bob Marley record playing in the background," and 
suggests that Mr. Vandemar's voice sounds like "night 
wind blowing over a desert of bones." Where else do we 
find this kind of highly metaphoric description in the 
novel? How do such descriptions make the book more 
vivid? In what ways is this kind of writing suited to the 
story being told? 
 
6. What makes the characters Richard meets in London 
Below -- Lord Ratspeaker, Door, the marquis de 
Carabas, Hunter, Mr. Croup and Mr. Vandemar, 
Serpentine, the Earl, and others -- so engaging? What 
magical powers do they possess? What character traits 
make each of them so distinctive? How do their 
reactions to Richard change over the course of the 
novel? 
 
7. At the end of the novel, when Richard tries to explain 
to Jessica why he can't resume their relationship, he says 
"I've just changed, that's all." In what important ways 
has he changed? What has his journey in the underworld 
allowed him to discover about himself? Why would it be 
impossible for him to marry Jessica now? 
 
8. While in London Below, Richard longs to go home 
where "Everything is going to be normal again. Boring 
again. Wonderful again." Why does he find "normal life" 
so empty and dissatisfying when, after such a heroic 
effort, he finally does get home? Does he make the right 
decision in returning to London Below? 

Essay Topic 
 
What does Neverwhere, as a whole, say about the themes of trust and betrayal, loyalty and disloyalty, selfishness and 
compassion? 
 
You may contact me by email if you have questions:  cneal@rocklandschools.org 
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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
Grade 11 - American Studies, HONORS – Mr. Bigsby 

 
You will read two selections from the summer reading list.  
You will write an in-class essay on one during the first week of school. Write an essay at home on your second summer 
reading choice in which you respond to ONE of the following prompts. This typed, double-spaced essay is due the first 
day of school, no exceptions.  

1) Oftentimes in literature, the resolution of the conflict yields a theme. Discuss the characterization of the 
protagonist in your reading, the nature of their dominant conflict, the resolution of that conflict, and the message, moral, 
or theme that is demonstrated by that resolution. 

2) Good literature is philosophical; stories can teach us things about who we are and what kind of a world this is. 
For example, most good works of literature explore some aspect of human nature and most authors have a definite view of 
human  nature.  One  author’s  work  might  suggest  that  humans  are  naturally  violent  and  savage  (Lord of the Flies), while 
another might claim that human nature is marked by compassion and mercy (To Kill a Mockingbird). Fahrenheit 451 
suggest that human beings are most often complacent and ignorant, though sometimes heroic individuals emerge who 
defy the status quo.  After reading your second summer reading book, answer the following prompt: 

 
What view(s) on human nature does the author demonstrate in their work? Provide details illuminating the 
author’s  views.   

You may contact me at cbigsby@rocklandschools.org w/ any question or concerns. 
 

RUBRIC:   Please attach this to your paper.  Each category (I-V) is worth 20 points. 
 

I. Topic Focus/ Response to Prompt 
x Paper contains all substantive elements specified in assignment and maintains consistent focus throughout.   
x Paper is a reasonably well focused response to the assignment but is missing one or more required elements.  
x Paper responds to some elements of assignment but is missing one or more important elements; focus wanders.  
x Paper is not an appropriate response to the prompt.  
 

II. Ideas / Content / Details 
x Ideas are strong and original; details are vivid, plentiful and relevant; paper evidences strong thinking skills. 
x  Ideas are serviceable and appropriate; details are generally relevant; paper evidences grade-level thinking skills 
x Ideas are weak or underdeveloped; details are insufficient in quantity or are of questionable relevance 
x Ideas are not coherent; details are completely lacking or irrelevant.  
 

III. Organization / Clarity 
x Reader can follow the paper effortlessly due to appropriate division into paragraphs, use of topic sentences, transitions, 

provisions of full context, etc. 
x Reader can follow paper with minimal difficulty, though there may be some minor confusion in organizational structure or 

provision of context 
x Organizational confusion and/or failure to provide context creates significant difficulties in following the paper. 
x Paper lacks any coherent organizational structure 
 

IV. Expression / Voice 
x Author shows command of sophisticated vocabulary and complex and varied sentence structures; paper is consistently 

engaging;;  author’s  unique voice is evident.  
x Word choice and sentence structure are appropriate to grade level; paper is engaging at least sometimes.  
x Word choice and sentence structure are basic and repetitive or frequently incorrect. 
x Word choice and sentence structure are unacceptable.  

 
V. Editing / Mechanics 

x Paper contains few, if any, errors relative to length and complexity. 
x Paper contains some errors relative to length and complexity. 
x Paper contains significant errors relative to length and complexity. 
x Editing errors interfere with comprehension.  

mailto:cbigsby@rocklandschools.org
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SUMMER READING ESSAY ASSIGNMENT  
FOR HONORS STUDENTS TAKING SHAKESPEARE IN 2014-2015 

 
Honors students are required to read two selections from the summer reading list specific to your grade. 
You will write an essay on one of your summer reading choices in class when you return to school; these 
instructions are for the essay you are to write at home on your other summer reading choice. 
 
Essay Outline 

1. Begin by identifying your book by title, author, and genre and explaining why you chose it.  

2. In your second paragraph, give a concise summary of the narrative. Do not try to include every detail: 
instead, focus on principal conflict, rising action, turning point, falling action, and resolution. Your 
purpose  is  to  show  that  you  have  read  and  understood  the  narrative;;  do  not  worry  about  “spoilers.”  Note  
that the most of the nonfiction choices can be summarized in this fashion, as if they were novels; if you 
read the David Sedaris, a collection of short personal narratives, you will have to adapt these instructions 
to  the  book’s  episodic  structure. 

3. In your third paragraph,  describe  and  analyze  the  book’s  narrative  point  of  view,  style,  and  tone.  Is  the  
point of view first-person, second-person, third-person limited, third-person-omniscient, or some 
mixture  of  these?  What  is  distinctive  about  the  narrator’s  style?  What  is  the  book’s  prevailing  tone,  and  
what creates it? Support your analysis with quotes and cites. 

4. In  your  fourth  paragraph,  sum  up  the  book’s  message  or  theme  and  explain  how  it  is  embedded  in  the  
narrative. Support your analysis with quotes and cites. 

5. In your final  paragraph,  offer  your  “review”:  was  this  or  was  it  not  an  enjoyable  read  for  you,  and  why? 
Be thoughtful and analytical. 

 
General Instructions and Caveats 

1. Type and double-space, Times New Roman, 12 font. 

2. You may print here at school if necessary, but your essay must be ready to print when you return to 
school. 

3. All quotes should be MLA-style:  “blah  blah  blah”  (#). 

4. Plagiarism of any kind will result in a zero for the assignment and a report to the office. Plagiarism 
includes, but is not limited to, copy-pasting in whole or in part from an online source or another 
individual’s  work;;  putting  your  name  on  work  prepared  by  someone  else;;  and/or  hand-copying or 
paraphrasing material in whole or in part from any source. Do your own reading and your own 
writing:  there  is  no  point  to  this  work  if  you  don’t. 
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ROCKLAND HIGH SCHOOL 
52 Mackinlay Way 

Rockland MA 02370 
Tel:  781-871-0541 ~ Fax:  781-878-0158 

 
 

RHS SUMMER READING 
 

PARENTAL CONSENT FORM 
 
 
 

Student’s  Name:    _____________________________________________     Grade:  ___________ 

 

My son/daughter has selected the following book(s) for Summer Reading: 

 

� _____________________________________________________________  by 

__________________________________________.   

 

 

� _____________________________________________________________  by 

__________________________________________.   

 

I approve of his/ her selections and by my signature, certify that he/she has read the selections indicated above. 

 

Student Signature___________________________________________ Date__________ 

 

Parent Signature____________________________________________Date__________ 

 

***Form  should  be  completed  and  returned  to  the  student’s  English  teacher  in  August.*** 

 


