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Agenda

• Overview of the initial stages of the project
• Town meeting May 1st - what exactly are we 

voting on?
• Anticipated questions and answers
• Audience questions?
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Process Overview

On February 15, 2017, the Executive Board of the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (MSBA) invited the Town of Rockland to 
enter into a partnership to build a new elementary school. 

The MSBA received eighty-six applications for this needs-based 
program and only twenty-four were extended an invitation to enter into 
phase I - the Eligibility Period. 
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The Eligibility Period is a 270-day period for the District to complete 
certain preliminary requirements that include: 

1. a certification of the District’s understanding of the grant program rules by executing an 
Initial Compliance Certification; 

2. forming a School Building Committee and submitting the membership to the MSBA for 
acceptance; 

3. a summary of the District’s existing maintenance practices; 
4. certification of a design enrollment for the proposed project agreed upon with the MSBA 
5. confirmation of community authorization and funding to proceed (see MSBA Vote 

Requirements); and, 
6. execution of the MSBA’s standard Feasibility Study Agreement, which establishes a 

process for the District to be reimbursed for eligible expenses.
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Anticipated questions

Q: Why are we having a vote at town meeting?
A: We have been invited by the MSBA to partner with them to construct a new elementary 
school.

Q: What am I voting for?

A: You are voting to fund the feasibility study.

Q: What is the feasibility study?

A: This is a study that will look at the design, the location, and the costs of a new elementary 
school.
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Anticipated questions cont’

Q: How much will the Feasibility Study cost?

A: Estimated $800,000 but the actual cost to the town would be $336,000 (reimbursed at 
58%).

Q: Will this affect our taxes? 

A: No this will not raise taxes because the funds will come from a town appropriation. At a 
later date there will be a separate vote for the actual cost of building a school.

Q: Why do we need a new elementary school?

A: Our elementary schools are over 50 years old. Heating, electrical and plumbing systems 
are increasingly difficult to maintain and afford and the classrooms are not up to modern 
standards. 
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Anticipated questions cont’

Q: Which school would be replaced?

A: The vision of the school district is to build one large elementary school to replace the 
Memorial Park Elementary School and the Jefferson Elementary School and house all 
Rockland students in grades 1-4. 

Q: What would happen to the Esten School?

A: The Esten Elementary School would become an early childhood center housing pre-school 
and kindergarten.

Q: Where will the new school be located? 

A: The architects will look at all possible locations during the feasibility study.
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Questions?

Please contact Dr. Alan Cron, Superintendent of Schools, at 
acron@rocklandschools.org or call 1-781-0541 to speak with him or to set 
up a time to meet. Thank you!
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